Lackawanna/Luzerne MPO
Transportation Study
Technical and Coordinating

Committee Meeting
July 9™, 2024
Minutes

At 1:03pm, Dean Roberts opened the meeting.

Mr. Roberts noted that, per the Sunshine Act requirements, the meeting and agenda were advertised
in the Scranton Times, Citizens Voice, and Hazleton Standard Speaker and the meeting time and
agenda were posted on the LLTS MPO website more than 24 hours prior to the meeting.

1. TIP Public Comment
Mr. Roberts asked if there was anyone present who would like to comment on the 2025-2028
TIP. Mr. Roberts stated that there was one comment made prior to the meeting that was
addressed. There were no further comments.

2. Public Comment

Mr. Roberts asked if there were any comments. There were no public comments.

3. Action Items
a. Approval of the April 9, 2024, Combined Technical and Coordinating Committee Meeting
Minutes

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical Committee to approve the minutes from the
April 9" meeting. Susan Hazelton made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Kate
McMahon. The motion passed.

Robert Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating Committee to approve the minutes from
the April 9" meeting. The motion was made by Rich Roman and seconded by Tom Reilly. The
motion passed.

b. The 2025-2028 Conformity Determination

Mr. Roberts provided background knowledge about the attainment process. The LLTS MPO is
currently in attainment and this process is considered the system by which the process can be
monitored.

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical committee to approve the 2025-2028
conformity determination. Mary Liz Donato made the motion, seconded by Ms. McMahon. The
motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the 2025-2028
conformity determination. The motion was made by Mr. Roman, seconded by Mark Barry. The
motion passed.


https://www.lltsmpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/MPO-January-2024-Meeting-Minutes-1.pdf
https://www.lltsmpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/MPO-January-2024-Meeting-Minutes-1.pdf

C.

The 2025-2028 Air Quality Resolution

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical committee to approve the 2025-2028 Air
Quality Resolution. The motion was made by Ms. Hazelton, seconded by Barbara Idhaw. The
motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the 2025-2028 Air
Quality Resolution. The motion was made by Romilda Crocamo, seconded by Tom Reilly. The
motion passed.

The MOU for the 2025-2028 TIP

Mr. Roberts stated that this documents the changes that are made to the tip corresponding to the
administration of federal funds. It was also stated that if there was a large cost change there
would be an amendment needed.

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical committee to approve the MOU for the
2025-2028 TIP. The motion was made by Ms. Idhaw, seconded by Ms. Donato. The motion
passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the MOU for the
2025-2028 TIP. The motion was made by Ms. Crocamo, seconded by Mr. Barry. The motion
passed.

The Self-Certification Resolution

Mr. Roberts stated that this resolution states that the LLTS MPO is following all regulations set
forth in 23450 CFR and the MPO is also following the 3C planning process to the best of our
ability.

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical Committee to approve the Self-Certification
Resolution. Ms. Hazelton made the motion, seconded by Ms. McMahon. The motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the Self-
Certification Resolution. The motion was made by Mr. Roman, seconded by Ms. Crocamo. The
motion passed.

Environmental Justice Analysis

Mr. Roberts stated that Michael Baker completed the EJ analysis for the MPO, and it includes
the location of minority groups in conjunction with projects that are being funded.

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion to approve the Environmental Justice Analysis. The motion was
made by Ms. McMahon, seconded by Ms. Donato. The motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the Environmental
Justice Analysis. Mr. Barry made the motion, seconded by Mr. Roman. The motion passed.



g. The 2025-2028 TIP Package

» The 2025-2028 Highway & Bridge TIP

» The 2025-2028 Interstate TIP

» The 2025-2028 Transit TIP

» The 2025-2028 Statewide TIP

>
Mr. Roberts asked for a motion to approve the 2025-2028 TIP package. The motion was made by Ms.
Idhaw, seconded by Ms. Donato. The motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the 2025-2028 TIP package.
The motion was made by Mr. Reilly, seconded by Mr. Fiume. The motion passed.

h. 2023 TIP and Actions
» MPMS 9128- SR 115 over 1-81 Construction Cost Increase
» MPMS 102030- SR 2002 (San Souci Parkway) Reconstruction- Increase Final Design,
Right of Way, and Utility.

Steve Fisher stated that MPMS 9128- SR 115 over 1-81 is a construction cost increase of approximately
$8,000,000. Mr. Fisher stated that this is contingent on the approval from the central office.

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical committee to approve the construction cost increase
for MPMS 9128- SR 115 over I-81. The motion was made by Ms. McMahon, seconded by Ms. Hazelton.
The motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion from the Coordinating committee to approve the construction cost increase
for MPMS 9128- SR 115 over 1-81. The motion was made by Mr. Barry, seconded by Mr. Roman. The
motion passed.

Mr. Fisher stated that MPMS 102030- SR 2002 (San Souci Parkway) Reconstruction will require an
increase to the program of $4,700,000 for final design, including $2,000,000 for right of way, and
$250,000 for utilities. These are preliminary estimates currently.

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion to approve the amendment to MPMS 102030- SR 2002 (San Souci
Parkway) Reconstruction- Increase Final Design, Right of Way, and Utility. The motion was made by
Ms. Donato, seconded by Ms. Idhaw. The motion passed.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion to approve the amendment to MPMS 102030- SR 2002 (San Souci
Parkway) Reconstruction- Increase Final Design, Right of Way, and Utility. The motion was made by Mr.
Reilly, seconded by Mr. Roman. The motion passed.

4. Discussion Items
a. Summer Project Commencement
»MPMS 115720 - EIm Street Bridge over Lackawanna River
»MPMS113723- North Main Avenue Demolition

»MPMS 9006- SR 3011 Keyser Avenue Wall Replacement
»MPMS 100508- SR 435 over Lackawanna County Railroad Authority


https://www.lltsmpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/April-June-2024-Let-Projects.pptx

»MPMS 110085- SR 435 over Roaring Brook
»MPMS 79525- SR 348 Intersection Improvement

Eric Middleton presented the Summer Project Commencement for all projects in Lackawanna
County, and Robert Manzella presented the Summer Project Commencement for all projects in
Luzerne County.

Federal Certification Review 2024 Summary

Mr. Porochniak stated that there is still coordination being completed at this time. Mr.
Porochniak also stated that there will be a meeting set in the near future to cover some findings
from the Certification review completed this past spring.

Fall Planning Partners

Mr. Roberts stated that the Fall planning partners meeting will be at the Penn stater in
September, this will be a two-and-a-half-day conference again. Mr. Roberts stated that if there
were any questions to please reach out to him.

Safe Streets and Roads for All Progress Update

Ms. Donato stated that Lackawanna County has set up a kickoff meeting with the consultant for
the Safe Streets program in Lackawanna County.

Mr. Manzella stated that Luzerne County has been officially awarded the Safe Streets and Roads
for all grants. Luzerne county is in the process of completing and releasing their RFP for the
grant program.

Complete Streets Meeting Update

Mr. Middleton stated as part of the UPWP the MPO had a Complete streets committee Kickoff
meeting on June 5™. Hopefully the Complete streets meetings can be run in conjunction with the
Safe Streets and roads for all grant program to help generate ideas that can be shared with both
county consultants when completing the Action plans. The next Complete streets meeting will
be held tentatively in late August, or early September.

Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Update & Timeline

Brian Funkhouser stated that the LRTP update is underway. The MPO is required to have the
updated plan completed by March of 2026. Michal Baker will be presenting updates to the MPO
as the work continues. Mr. Funkhouser presented the breakdown of staff that will be working on
the LLTS MPO LRTP update, as well as presenting the timeline and future meeting plans with
the revenue forecast of the plan. The completion of the LRTP is currently set for March of 2026.
Mr. Funkhouser stated that there will be a steering committee assembled in the coming weeks.


https://www.lltsmpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Carbondale-7th-Ave.pdf

g. Eastern PA Freight Alliance Freight Study

Ms. Donato stated that the LLTS MPO is working on the freight study with the 5 MPOs in the
eastern portion of the state. There was a draft completed but it was found that the draft was data
heavy with limited recommendations. There was a follow-up meeting with the consultant to
express concerns with the draft. There is an MOU being created to hopefully provide an
opportunity to work on implementation in the future.

h. Funding/Grant Opportunities

Mr. Manzella provided an explanation of the Clean Heavy-Duty Grant Program. This program
closes July 15™. This program is for transit vehicles primarily.

Mr. Manzella stated that The Safe Streets and Roads for All grant program is open. This is a
grant program that will help communities reach the goal of vision zero helping to make all
roadways safer for all modes of travel.

Mr. Manzella provided information about the Energy efficiency Block program. This program is
designed to plan for conserving energy for transportation related activities.

Mr. Manzella also stated that The Smart Grant is for promoting smart technology traffic signals
and implementing those units.

5. Progress Reports
a. PennDOT Connects

Mr. Fisher stated that in coordination with PennDOT central office there was a meeting on May
7" that provided tech support to all municipalities in attendance and made those participants
aware of future opportunities.

b. LCTA Update Microtransit and the Transit Development Plan

Mr. Fiume stated that LCTA has a draft plan established and the plan is currently out for public
comment. The Microtransit service will be part of the plan moving forward.

c. State Transportation Improvement Plan Update & STC

Mr. Roberts stated that the STC has a goal to meet once a year. This year’s meeting is in
Scranton. Once the STC approves the Documents they will be sent out of the 45-day federal
review.

d. 2024 LLTS MPO Hybrid Meeting Schedule:
» October 81, 2024

Mr. Roberts asked if there were any objections to the proposed MPO meeting times on October
8™, There was no objection.


https://www.lltsmpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Connects-Municpal-Outreach-Flyer-District-4.pdf
https://www.lltsmpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/screen-microzones.png

6. Other Business
Mr. Roberts asked if there was any other business to discuss. No other business was mentioned.
7. Adjournment

Mr. Roberts asked for a motion from the Technical Committee to adjourn, motioned by Ms.
Hazelton, seconded by Ms. McMahon. The motion carried.

Mr. Fiume asked for a motion to adjourn. The motion was made by Mr. Roman, seconded by
Mr.Fiume. The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:14pm.
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